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Effect of Su-Yit, Do-Nwe Elephant Skin Bots

U Sai San Aik, B.V.S., M.Phil (N.Z.), Lecturer, Institute of Vet.Sc.,
U Htay Aung, B.Sc. (Bot.) (Mdy.), Deputy Researcher
and
Daw Thida Mundt, B.Sc. (Bot.) (Mdy.), Assistant Researcher,
Forest Research Institute.

Abstract

Mahouts traditionally use either Su-yit (Acacia penata) or Do-new (Entada scandens)
bark, for treatment of elephant skin bots, during baths. Scientific testing is essential to
confirm the action. It is difficult to have enough bot larvae, so fly larvae were used instead.
In (24) hours of direct contact, neither Su-yit nor Do-new juice from their bark, were lethal to
fly larvae. But diluted juice was capable of killing small fish, that certainly contain
poisonous ingredients. Hence it is impossible that juice could be harmful to larvae hiding
under elephant's thick skin. Due to their foamy and cleansing properties, they certainly can
help remove bot larvae, those are freshly laid on the skin. Therefore the traditional remedy
should be continued. Extinction of these medicinal plants should be prevented.
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Pharmacognosy, T.E.Wallis, 1982



